22

Hot weather conditions

(drying out before setting)

Setting compounds require water
to set hard. This chemical setting
occurs after the specified time for

a compound (i.e. a 90 minute set
product, actually starts to set after
90 minutes). If the water content in
the compound is lost or greatly
reduced before the setting process
starts, e.g. the compound has dried
before it sets, then the chemical
setting process can not occur and
cure the compound to achieve its
required strength and adhesion.
The symptoms of this are the
compound will be soft, have little or

no mechanical strength and adhesion,
and the tape may bubble, crack or
even fall out. Setting compounds must
not dry out before their specified set
time.

Drying out before setting can occur
due to a number of reasons, including:
e high temperature

* high airflow

e |ow humidity

* |onger set time compounds

e |nadequate compound placed
under the tape

e no compound placed over the tape

immediately after bedding in of
tape

e compound is water down or
unauthorised retardants are added

To avoid drying out before setting,
Winstone Wallboards recommends
the following:

e Do not use 150 minute set time
compounds when the temperature
exceeds 25-30°C (in front or behind
the joint, e.g. skillion roof on a hot
day can create very high
temperatures behind a joint)

e Use lower set time compounds,
e.g. 90 minutes or less, during
the summer months of November
to April

e Plaster ceiling joints located
directly under the roofs early In
the morning when the temperature
IS cooler, especially during summer

e Be wary of areas where insulation
has not been placed in ceilings
e.g. garages, as the plasterboard
will be hotter causing the
compound to dry more quickly

e Ensure at least 0.5mm of
compound is placed behind the
tape, use only paper tape, and coat
the finished side of the tape with
a thin layer of compound to slow
evaporation under the tape

e |f machine tools are being used,
ensure the compound is being
applied at the correct thickness

e Use back-blocking to significantly
reduce the amount of load
transferred to the joint



